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ReturnReturn
PPaPaP lalal uauaPtotoPtoP A R T I C L E  A N D  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  A U B R A  G E O R G E

AAfter 24 hours of fl ying and fi ve connecting fl ights, the plane descends 
over the island nation of Palau. In a sleepy haze, I listen to the Beebe 
family talk of their plans for the upcoming visit. Many years have 
passed since they were last here, and much has changed. 

Palau lies on the western edge of the Pacifi c Rim and is known 
for its biodiversity above and below the ocean’s surface. Encom-

passing brightly colored coral reefs, hidden beaches and the 
mushroom-shaped Rock Islands, Palau is a visual paradise. For the Beebe 
family, however, the beautiful archipelago is anything but idyllic. 

As the plane touches down, the family grows quiet. I wonder if they are 
ready to face the memories of the ordeal that changed their lives. 



Jadie (Beebe) Hager is reunited with a childhood friend who assumed 

she was dead after the attack.

Bags collected, we pass through customs and enter the greeting hall of the 
small airport on Babelthuap, the nation’s largest island. Rounding the corner, 
I expect to see one or two people holding up a small sign with BEEBE hastily 
written in black marker. Instead, guitars start playing and an echoing chorus 
of “What a Mighty God We Serve” reverberates. A giant banner reading “The 
Beebes — Welcome back to Palau” is held high on bamboo poles. Tourists look 
at the celebration in mild confusion, but the singers belt out song after song as 
they drape plumeria leis around the Beebes’ necks. The Beebes joyfully greet old 
friends and new members of the Palau Assemblies of God. 

After nearly 21 years, the family has returned. 
“We’re feeling a little anxiety in coming back,” Sherri admits. “I didn’t know 

how much it would affect me until we walked off the airplane. There’s a fl ood 
of memories.” 

Darrell nods in agreement. “But God has promised us that the seeds we 
planted in tears would reap a harvest while we’re here,” he says. 

Sunday
Like most mornings in Palau, our fi rst is cloudy and rainy. But the hot Pacifi c 

sun soon reveals a lush island covered in mangroves and palm trees crowding 
the narrow landmass down to the sea. 

Darrell, Sherri and Jadie — along with Jeremy, wife Jennifer and their two 
children — are ready and waiting as the church van arrives. At the airy, white-
washed building, excitement builds as the people fi le inside. Pews are more 
crowded than usual this Sunday. Most of the nation’s 20,000 or so residents 
know of the 1986 attack on the family, and the curious as well as the committed 
have come to meet the returning missionaries. 

After worship, a visiting governor of Palau steps forward. With head cast 
down, she addresses the crowd. On behalf of Airai state, she says that Palau 
was shamed by the attack on the Beebes and asks their forgiveness. 

As the Beebes listen, their faces refl ect the day’s sorrow. But sorrow gives way 
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to a measure of joy as the family joins the governor on the platform to extend 
their forgiveness. 

“We have not come to cast shame, but to bring a message of hope and for-
giveness,” Darrell tells the congregation. “Our desire is that you see what God 
has done in our lives and realize He can do it in yours.” 

Darrell then shares the 21-year burden on his heart. “Years ago God spoke in 
an audible voice to me. He said, ‘Darrell, when My Son came into the world, 
I was very concerned about His physical comfort and safety. What men did 
to Him broke My heart. But I was less concerned with His physical comfort 
and safety than I was with the spiritual condition of a lost and dying world. 
What happened to you and your family in Palau broke My heart, but I was less 
concerned with your physical comfort and safety than I was with the spiritual 
condition of this lost and dying nation.’ ” 

Return
Hot afternoon sun fi lters through the open windows as the Beebes’ car dodges 

potholes still partially full of the morning’s rain. The family reminisces about 
old friends they have met or buildings they recognize. But this errand is any-
thing but lighthearted. 

They pull up to an octagonal-shaped structure, the place they once called 

The Beebe family 

in Palau from left to 

right: Jadie, Sherri, 

Jeremy and Darrell



The Beebe family raise hands in 

worship beside the Ngatpang waterfall.

home. The building is swathed in sunlight, but Jeremy remembers a darker day. 
“Instead of protecting us from burglars, the bars on the windows became a 

prison. We couldn’t get out,” he tells Jennifer. 
Seeing the house again, Jeremy feels the familiar, overwhelming sense he 

should have done more and the guilt that haunted him for years. “It’s how the 
enemy beat me up most, making me think I would never be able to do anything 
because I was weak and worthless.” 

Darrell and Sherri walk to the edge of the property and look out on the ocean. 
The view is one of paradise, with small green islets dotting the sea, framed by 
palm trees stirring in the breeze. Jadie stays in the car while the rest of the fam-
ily ventures into their old home. They quickly return, ready to leave. 

Later, Sherri and Darrell visit the bunker where Sherri was held captive. The 
bunker sits virtually untouched, hidden by overgrown trees and underbrush. 

“It looks like a death chamber,” Sherri says of the 6-by-8-foot metal structure. 
Darrell fi ghts back tears as he talks about it later. “It was pretty emotional 

walking into that area and seeing the place where the enemy tried to get a vic-
tory,” he says. “But Sherri and I were able to embrace and thank God for His 
protection and deliverance.” 

This same protection and deliverance also helped the Beebes work through 
their long, diffi cult recovery. While many around them asked tough questions, 
the family hung tenaciously to their faith. Though hurt and battered, the Beebes’ 
testimony now is that of God’s presence throughout the ordeal. 

“We want to share with Palauans the principles of forgiveness we learned,” 
Sherri says. 

Their message resonates powerfully when they share their story among those 
who know about the attack. As the Beebes continue to share, many come for-
ward to confess unforgiveness of past hurts. One woman confesses to Jadie she 

24  www.tpe.ag.org     july • 01 • 07   tpe tpe    july • 01 • 07   www.tpe.ag.org  25

was raped years ago and has never forgiven the man who did it. Hearing the 
Beebes’ message, she now understands she needs to. As Jadie prays for her, she 
cries. 

“The Holy Spirit touched her, and a very deep and old injury began to heal,” 
Jadie says later. “That’s the story I’ve heard again and again here.” 

The prison
As dusk falls Monday night, Darrell, Jeremy and wife Jennifer fi nd themselves 

inside the very walls that had held the Beebes’ attackers in previous years. Inside 
the prison courtyard, basketballs, laundry tubs and weight benches are pushed 
aside to make way for chairs and a podium. As the prisoners emerge from 
behind bars and begin to take their places, an uncomfortable feeling of vulner-
ability seems to pervade our group. 



Darrell Beebe preaches at an outreach 

in the capital, Koror, at the local stadium.
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Outreach
The week continues to gain momentum as the Beebes hold nightly services at 

the  church in preparation for an outreach at the sports stadium. A local radio 
station agrees to promote and broadcast the outreach. News of the Beebes’ 
return spreads across the nation. 

On Thursday evening, at the fi rst of three outreaches the Beebes will hold, Dar-
rell and the family arrive early to greet people from the community. As he nears 
the end of a row, he is introduced to a man sitting with his head bowed. Darrell 
immediately recognizes the man’s name as that of one of the family’s attackers. 

Darrell had hoped for an opportunity to meet the two surviving men and per-
sonally extend forgiveness. “But when I realized I was looking face to face with 
a man who had brutally attacked my family,” he says, “I was caught off guard.” 

The rest of the family had been unsure if they wanted to speak to the men if they 
had the opportunity. Darrell found Jadie and Sherri and warned them who had come. 

“When I turned back to speak to the man,” he says, “Sherri, Jadie and Jeremy 
came to my side, and each one verbalized their forgiveness for what happened 
years ago.” The family then knelt beside the man and prayed he would soon 
respond to the love and forgiveness of Christ. 

Later, Jadie was shocked she felt no hate, fear or anger. “Instead, I felt this 
overwhelming need to be a part of that meeting and extend forgiveness to him,” 
she says. “Our lives are so full and enriched because of what Christ has done, 
but this man still lives in a prison of the horrible destruction that Satan tried to 
do in his life.” 

Darrell later admits he struggled with the idea of visiting the prison. “But,” he 
says, “I came knowing that God loves these folks and He had called us back to 
Palau.” 

As Jennifer sings about God’s love for the Palauan people, the tension breaks. 
Darrell and Jeremy each share a message. 

“God just fi lled my heart and mouth, and I began to share,” Darrell says. 
“About 12 people raised their hands to receive Christ.” 

After the service, Darrell, Jeremy and Jennifer talk excitedly over dinner. Dar-
rell shared that God reminded him had his family not endured the suffering 21 
years ago, these men would not have been responding to the gospel that night. 
The service was a moving experience for the family and confi rmed to them their 
trip was divinely ordained. 

Regina Remeliik, wife of a former Palauan president, now worships at the 

Palau Assemblies of God church.

Jadie, Sherri and Darrell pictured with Jeremy’s 

family: Jennifer, Bradley and Brandon



The Beebe family expresses forgiveness 

and prays for one of their attackers.
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To open the outreach, the High Chief of Palau speaks to the people and asks them 
to listen to the Beebes. The family then shares their story and speaks of God’s love 
for the people of Palau. At the conclusion of the service, many in the stadium come 
forward for prayer. More than 50 decision cards in all were signed testifying of 
salvation and rededication, as well as even more testimonies of physical healing. 

“God promised us when we came here that it wouldn’t be our words that 
made the difference,” Darrell says. “Instead, the demonstration of His power 
would make our words come alive.” 

Pools of refreshing
Rain is falling again, but the Beebes are smiling and chatting as we hike down 

a steep, muddy path. The sounds of a rushing stream join the conversation as 
we descend into a valley under a thick forest canopy. After crossing a waist-deep 
stream, we approach the Ngatpang waterfall. 

Already thoroughly soaked, the family wades through pools to the down-
pour. From the bank I watch them laugh as they are pummeled by the hard 
spray. They climb on a small rock outcropping. Sherri begins to cry and raise 
her hands. Feeling a strong presence of the Lord, the family gathers to pray 
for each other and for the people of Palau. As droplets of water shower down 
around them, I feel I am watching something signifi cant in the Beebes’ trip to 
Palau. Darrell later said, “We prayed that as the water fl ows through the land 

bringing life, that the Spirit would also fl ow and bring spiritual renewal to 
these people.” 

“God showed me that, as in Psalm 84:6, though this place had become a Val-
ley of Weeping it would become a place of springs where pools of blessing and 
refreshment collect after the storm,” Jadie says. “That’s exactly what it’s been.” 

For others in the Beebe family, the trip awakened the call God placed on their 
hearts years ago. 

“Until we came back, I didn’t realize just how much love I have for these 
people,” Jeremy says. “This is only the beginning for us. We will be back.” 

As the week draws to a close, it is evident the imprint the Beebes have left on 
Palau is as great as the one Palau has left on them. Opportunities for ministry 
are sure to continue. Much work remains to be done. 

“Had I been here for these last 21 years, would I see the impact we’re having 
now?” Darrell asks. “I don’t think so.” 

The Beebes passionately want others to experience freedom from their own 
bondage of sin and pain. Their story of God’s healing and forgiveness is a power-
ful example that can clearly speak to many beyond the blue waters of Palau. tpe
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